Garden Planting Calendar
 by Kim Raby, Fortune Gardener
Living in Colorado, we should not be surprised to see a 70 degree day in January or a snowstorm in June. Although this fact certainly keeps things interesting, the spontaneity of the weather makes it difficult to figure out when it is safe to plant different vegetables in our gardens. Based on experience, averages, and some amateur but educated guessing, the following calendar can be used as a guideline for when to plant different crops in your plot.  

In the Boulder area, we typically see our last frost in mid- to late-May. April does have, on average, one day with a minimum temperature of less than 32 degrees F. Therefore, plants that can tolerate a light frost can be planted in April, and plants that enjoy cool temperatures will thrive in May. On the other hand, plants that prefer warmer soils should probably not be planted until late May or even June. Protection and warmth in the form of “walls-o-water” or row covers can advance spring planting dates by a couple of weeks. And, soils in raised beds will warm up more quickly than regular ground. 
The first fall frost typically occurs in October, but occasionally happens in September. Frosts are common by November. Again, providing protection from the cold can stretch your fall growing season considerably.
	Crop
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov

	Basil (T)
	
	
	Plant in warm soil. Often started earlier with protection such as “walls-o-water.”  Harvest continually.
	
	

	Beans (bush or pole) (S)
	
	Plant at last frost (mid- to late-May). Bush beans harvest in 8 weeks. Pole beans harvest continually from about 9 weeks until frost.
	
	

	Broccoli, cauliflower, brussel sprouts (T)
	8-9 weeks to harvest.
	
	
	
	Second planting, mid-September.

	Corn (S/T)
	
	Plant at last frost (mid- to late-May). Harvest in 10-12 weeks from seed.
	
	

	Cucumbers (S/T)
	
	
	Plant in warm soil. 8 weeks from seed to first harvest, then continual until frost.
	
	

	Eggplants (T)
	
	
	
	
	

	Garlic (St)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Plant in Oct to overwinter.

	Lettuce (S/T)
	7-8 weeks to harvest. Most varieties bolt once summer heat begins.
	
	
	
	Second planting, mid-September.

	Melons (S)
	
	
	Plant in warm soil. ~12 weeks from seed to first harvest, then continual until frost.
	
	

	Onions (S/St)
	Plant seeds in March, or starts in April, but no later than early May.  Harvest mid-summer.
	
	
	

	Parsley (S/T)
	Mature in ~8 weeks from seed.  Replant for continual harvest.  Best in cool weather.

	Peas, sweet peas (S)
	~10 weeks to harvest. Plant early!
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Peppers (T)
	
	
	Plant in warm soil. 8 weeks to first harvest, then continual until frost.
	
	

	Potatoes (St)
	Plant seeds or starts in April, harvest mid-late summer when tops of plants die off.
	
	
	

	Root crops (beets, carrots, radishes, parsnips) (S)
	Radishes mature in ~4 weeks, carrots and beets take ~8 weeks, parsnips take longest.  Replant for successive harvest.  Check varieties for heat tolerance.
	
	
	

	Spinach (S)
	6-8 weeks to harvest. Most varieties bolt once summer heat begins.
	
	
	
	Second planting, mid-September.

	Squash, summer (S)
	
	Plant after last frost. 8 weeks from seed to first harvest, then continual until frost.
	
	

	Squash, winter (S)
	
	
	Plant in warm soil. 10-12 weeks to first harvest, then continual until frost.
	
	

	Strawberries (T)
	Plant transplants or crowns in April, harvest continuously.
	
	

	Swiss chard (S)
	6-8 weeks to harvest.  Replant for continual harvest.

	Tomatoes (T)
	
	
	Plant in warm soil. Often started earlier with protection such as “walls-o-water.” 8-10 weeks to harvest, harvest season varies by variety. Indeterminate types will fruit until the first frost.
	
	


* S = from seed, T = from transplants, S/T = from seed or transplants, St = from starts.
For more information, consult the Colorado State University Cooperative Extension website: http://www.ext.colostate.edu/ or the following other internet resources: http://www.well.com/~jnfr/garden/plantdates.html, http://www.denverplants.com/veg/html/safplt.htm.
